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EASTER DAY  APRIL 4, 2021 
  
Organ Prelude    Variations on “O Filii et Filiae”                                                  J.F. Dandrieu 

  
Alleluia, Christ is risen 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
  
Hymn Christ is alive                                                                                               

  
There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
One God and Father of all. 
  
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to 
us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's 
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,  
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations;  
he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,  
for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might 
save us.  
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;  
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   
Thanks be to God 
  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, * "His mercy endures for ever." 
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * and he has become my salvation. 
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of the righteous: 
16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 
17 I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the LORD. 
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18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * but he did not hand me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them; I will offer thanks to 

the LORD. 
20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * he who is righteous may enter." 
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation. 
22 The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD's doing, * and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the LORD has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

  
A Reading from First Corinthians 
    I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being 
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you--unless you have come to 
believe in vain. 
    For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles.  
    Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 
with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people Thanks be to God 

 Organ Anthem  On earth has dawned this day of days            Setting by J. S. Bach 
 
The Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John 
 People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 
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have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, 
she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not 
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
The Gospel of the Lord.     
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Sermon                                                                                                The  Rev. Patricia S. Trytten 
  
 The Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
Living Christ, you are risen from the dead! Love reigns! You are life stronger than death. Raise 
our eyes to see you as the new day dawns.  
  
We pray for the Church. Today we offer our joy that we celebrate your glorious resurrection with 
our brothers and sisters around the world. Envelop your people with a sense of your risen 
presence, today and always.  
 (Silence) 
For the community of faith, the church of the risen Christ, we pray: 
Be with us and bless us, O God. 
  
We pray for our nation. God of hope, teach us the difference between reaching down and 
reaching out. Guide the many of privilege who determine the destinies of others. Lead us not 
only to share our wealth, but to enter with hope into the poverty of those who do not share our 
good fortune.  
  (Silence) 
For our nation and for our common good, we pray: 
Be with us and guide us, O God. 
  
 We pray for the whole world. God of creation you have given us a world of glorious diversity. 
Give us the eyes to see the beauty of all your creation. Give us o 
and the confidence to invite all into the bond of your love, that in unity with you, we may bring 
your peace, your goodness and your vision to all people.  
 (Silence) 
 For the welfare of our world, we pray: 
Be with us and unite us, O God. 
  
We pray for this community. God who came to earth as one of us, help us see you in each 
member of this community. Bless the many gifts of our members and keep before us the image 
of the Servant Jesus, that joined with Christ we remain ready to kneel with basin and towel 
before each other and before those you continue to bring into our midst.  
 (Silence) 
For our community we pray: 
Be with us and help us, O God. 
  
We pray for all who suffer. God of compassion, open our hearts to bind and heal in your name. 
Bless all of those who ask our prayers, and give us courage to learn the names of others. Be 
present, through us, to those who need your comfort.  
 (Silence) 
For all who suffer and struggle, we pray: 
Be with us and heal us, O God. 
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We pray for all who have died. God who has loved us from before birth and God who loves us 
beyond the grave, we remember those who have died in the glorious hope of the resurrection, 
and we remember those who mourn, that they may be assured with that same hope. 
 (Silence) 
For all who have entered new life in Christ's resurrection, we pray: 
Be with us and raise us, O God. 
  
Glorious Lord of Life, we praise you, that by the wondrous resurrection of your Son, you have 
delivered us from sin and death and made your whole creation new; grant that we who celebrate 
with joy Christ's rising from the dead, may be raised from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness; through the One who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now 
and for ever. Amen. 
  
The people remain in their place for the peace. 
The Peace 
The peace of the Risen Christ is always with you. 
And also with you 
  
The people are seated.   
Offertory Anthem   Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands                     Setting  by J. S. Bach 

  
The Great Thanksgiving 
  
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
The Presider continues 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Savior; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of  the world.  By his death he has destroyed death, 
and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Presider continues 
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 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have  delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
         After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
  
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 

The Presider continues 
 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with blessed Mary, blessed Matthew and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of all creation, the head of the Church,  
and the author of our salvation. 
            By him, and with him,  and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

  
As our Savior Christ  has taught us, we now pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

  
The Breaking of the Bread 
  
Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
  
The Gift of God for the People of God.  
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Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with  spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with  gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
  
The Blessing 
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us children of God through the  resurrection 
of Christ our Savior, bestow upon you the riches of God’s  blessing. Amen. 
  
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make 
you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever. Amen. 
  
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
  
And the blessing of the Eternal God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 
you forever. Amen. 
  
Hymn Jesus Christ is risen today 
  
Alleluia, Alleluia.! Let us go forth to release resurrection in the world. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
  
Organ Postlude   Fanfare                                                                                  Jacques Lemmens 
 


