Morning Prayer and Christmas Carols
Sunday, December 27, 2020

Prelude “Star of Bethlehem” — Miklds Rozsa

Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him,

Born the King of angels;

Refrain

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation;

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God,

Glory in the highest;

Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,

Now in flesh appearing.

Refrain

The Psalm for today is Psalm 147:13-21

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion;

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you.

15 He has established peace on your borders; *
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.
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16 He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly.

17 He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?
19 He sends forth his word and melts them; *
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.
20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.
21 He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

All sit
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God,

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GoOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give. (Continued next page)

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
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Here ends the reading.

Hymn Lo, how a rose e’er blooming

I. Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse's lineage coming,

as prophets long have sung.

It came, a floweret bright,

amid the cold of winter,

when half spent was the night.

2. Isaiah 'twas foretold it,

the Rose I have in mind;

with Mary we behold it,

the virgin mother kind.

To show God's love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,

when half spent was the night.

3. This flower, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,

dispels with glorious splendor

our darkness everywhere.

True flesh, yet very God,

from sin and death he saves us

and shares our every load.

A Reading from Galatians

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an

heir, through God.

Here ends the reading.

Hymn It came upon a midnight clear
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1. It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold;
"Peace on the earth, good will to men
From heaven’s all-gracious King" —
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o'er its Babel-sounds
The blessed angels sing.

3. For lo! the days are hastening on
By prophet bards foretold,
When, with the ever circling years
Shall come the age of gold;
When Peace shall over all the earth,
Its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world give back the song,
Which now the angels sing.

A Reading from the Gospel of John

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he
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of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me."")
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

Here ends the Reading.

Hymn What child is this?

1. What Child is this who, laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?

Refrain

This, this is Christ the King,

Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary.

2. Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Refrain

THE PRAYERS

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that
this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem

How still we see thee lie

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
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The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary

And gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love

O morning stars together

Proclaim the holy birth

And praises sing to God the King
And Peace to men on earth.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Officiant: Let us pray to God, saying God of hope, hear our prayer.

Good and gracious God, you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe, wrapped in swaddling
clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. In this holy season draw us into the mystery of your
love. Join our voices with the heavenly host, that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a
place among the shepherds, that we may find the one for whom we have waited, Jesus Christ,
your Word made flesh. God of hope, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that they might
greet the Christ-child; Draw us, your Church, and all of your people to you — make us heralds of
the Good News, that we might be the Church and the People who you call us to be. God of hope,
hear our prayer.

As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your Presence; Fill us with
your Spirit, that renewed in your love, we will make your love known in the world.. God of
hope, hear our prayer.

As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’ Light, and Kings to the brightness of his rising; Draw our nation,

our President, and all in authority, to His brightness. God of hope, hear our prayer.

As angels sang ‘glorias’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill among all peoples;
Bring us your peace, then make us your peacemakers, and bring an end to and terror and strife.
God of hope, hear our prayer.

As shepherds were drawn away from their flocks by night; Draw those who do not know you yet
to the knowledge and love of you. God of hope, hear our prayer.
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As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn; Be especially
present with those who have no where to lay their head, those who are vulnerable, and those who
are hungry and give us the courage to help. God of hope, hear our prayer.

As the Holy Family gathered together in Bethlehem, and traveled together to far off lands; Bless
all families, especially the families of our parish, and protect those who travel. God of hope, hear
our prayer.

As your son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of Life Eternal; Give to the
departed eternal rest and let Light perpetual shine on them. God of hope, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

For those who are sick, especially . God of hope, hear our prayer.

For those who are serving in our armed forces. God of hope, hear our prayer.

For those who have died [especially ] God of hope, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we join our voices with the shepherds and the angels, and the whole host of
heaven, in praising you now and forever.

We sang, we sing, we will sing

Alleluia! Christ the Saviour is born! Amen.

Hymn Hark the herald angels sing

1 Hark! the herald angels sing:
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise

Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic hosts proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! the herald angels sing:
"Glory to the newborn King!"
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2 Christ by highest Heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord!

Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail the incarnate Deity

Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel

Hark! the herald angels sing:
"Glory to the newborn King!"

ADVENT BLESSING

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season,
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy,
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his
peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Hymn Joy to the world

1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2 Joy to the world! The Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods

Rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

3 He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
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The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders, wonders of His love

Announcements

On Sunday, January 3, 2021 at 11:00 am we celebrate the Feast of Epiphany. We will have a
guest preacher, so please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

Anuncios

El domingo 3 de enero de 2021 a las 11:00 am celebramos la fiesta de la Epifania. Tendremos un
predicador invitado, asi que por favor marque sus calendarios y planee asistir.

Postlude Gesu Bambino — Pietro Yon
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